Jowrney Around the isle of wight

Day ont — Londown to Yarmouth via Lymington - 133 wmiles by train thankfully and 5.5 wmiles on foot!

we boarded the tratn and managed to fit the blg bikes on for the Leaders. we travelled all the way to
Lymington by train and then walked to the ferry. We soon got on the fervy and the view was amazing
and Lukas bought us fizzy drinks to enjoy on the trip! After the 45-minute ferry crossing we arriveo at
the port ln Yarmouth side. Flrst things first we had to hunt down some gas or there was no dinner, it
appeared that there was a national shortage, and we bought the last two in the shop.

We started walking towards the campsite, Alex said it would take 20 mins but 2.5 hours later we arvived.
It took us ages to walk all the way! Half of the walk we enjoyed the beautiful sunset and took some
stunning photos. After it disappeared over the horizow we were Left tn the darke woods!!

It waswt the easiest walle, but we finally made it in the dark to the campsite. We had taken several stops
(Like the one wheve we weve sat at the edoe of the voad wmunching on short bread watehing the cars whizz
past). Once at the campsite, we soon ate our noodles and set up the tents and after this had an amazing
fire in an old washing machine odrum. Lukas and Rahim had a tent hanging from the trees and Josiah
had the luxury of sleeping tn a hammock.




bay two - Birthday and only a small walk...! - Shalfleet-Newtown- Yarmouth and back again. - 15
wmiles

SDJ'ust Ln case you havew't hearo toolag was Lukas’s 1&th bmma@....

We Left the campsite with Limited baggage as today was an acclimatisation day...!

The weather was beautiful again and the workers walked with us today which was nice a Little more support
for Lukas and backup if needed. wWe began the walk by exploring the nature reserve this lead us through
to the river which we followed wntil we veached the constline. There were many Llovely tnlets along the way,
and we found a very sunny spot on a boardwalke to have our snack. We also realised that last night we
had taken a wrong turning in the davk ano had added a Little distance onto the total.

We had arranged a restawrant a real Luxury for Lukas’s bivthday and by far the biggest meal of the trip.
we all Loved the fact that we had to cook the weat on our own hot rocks andl Josiah was mpressed with the
bottomless fries. Lukas had also satol that he wanted to have a swim on his birthday, so we found a lovely
secluded spot and a few of us were brave enough to go ... the weather at this polnt was a Little overcast.

Ow the way back we walked a wore divect route back with the exception of Josiah who decided he wanted to
jog <o beat us all back... Rahim and Alex picked some plums which we all really enjoyed for our dinner.

Even though today was supposed to be a Light day the group found the walk very challenging and Lukas’s
legs were hurting a Lot, but we also had a Lot of laughs particularly with Alexa.... Lukas’s bivthday balloow.




Day three - Not Lukas’s Birthday - Newport - Wootton - Shanklin -Sandown - 14.3 wiles - and a
couple extra on the steam train,

So, on day three we had to pack up our tents and get ready for a big wmove to the other side of the island
which meant a long walk today. The plan for today was flrst to walk to Newport, the capital of the (sland
where we would meet the workers who we were hoping had bought us enough food to last a few more days
neluding a big Lunch Josiah was always hungry...!

From Newport we walked up a massive hill towards Woottown station which is where we got on a steam train
to travel to Havenstreet railway station. Rahim has a Love of anything mechanical and so we explored the
steam festival for the afternoon. At the festival there were many vintage cars and steam driven vehicles
some of which tooke part in the steam Olympics which we all enjoyed. We also went for a small walk
through the woods andl discovereo a hiolden music voom where we sat for a while and Listened to the folk
muste really enchanting.

Adter our wmove relaxed afternoon we took the steam train in the other direction towards Ashey station. We
arrived at Ashley statlon ow the steam tratn after which we pleked up our rucksacks again and started
walleed down towards Sandown from there, we walked all the way along the promenade which thankfully
was very flat as everybody's Legs were very tived at this polnt, someone polnted out that there was even o
Poo musewm. (n Shanklin we were nmeet by Alex who took us up the massive cliff tn the Lift.. phew...!

We made it to the campsite which was very different than the other quite commercial but on the upside the
showers weve beautifully warm and constant. We put up our tents and made a beautiful wmeal which
everybody was veady for and it wasw't long before we all headed to bed.




Day four - definitely Not Lucas’s Bivthday - Sandown - Blackgang - Grange Farm - 14 wmiles

We left the luxurious campsite, we seemed to be the only ones staying in thny tents everyone else seemen
to have brought practically everything from home including what Looked Like little summer houses in
addition to their sleeping tents...maybe next time...!

From the campsite we headed back dowwn towards the coastal path continuing our walk towards Ventinor
from ventnor there was a Riller hill inland towards Chale from where we took the coastal path again. we
met the workers at Blackgang Chine , actually beating them for once... they were on bikes, but it had been
a struggle up the hill and one hao run out of battery...!

Blackgang was our treat for the day. We spent a couple of hours here and had Lots of fun and wnice iee
creams a beautiful treat after a long walk. However, we still had to walk further along the coastal path to
the next campsite at Grange farm. We all kept golng for arownol two hours at which point Lucas was in
tears and couldn't take anymore so we Phoned Alex who came to rescue Lucas on the Bullitt strapping
him in safely before cycling back to the campsite. we all continued along the coastal path watching the
beautiful swnset as we walked, and we beat Alex back to the campsite who was still out there riding with
Lucas. The workers had discovered a Local favmer shop, so we had plenty of fresh fruit and veg for dinner
as well as some Lovely apple pie and custard.

We set up our tents quickly as tonight was the night we were going to have a fire and eat on the beach,
none of us were brave enough to sleep on the beach. we carrieo dowwn our sleeping mat and all the food we
were going to have pasta, noodles and fresh frult and vegetables a feast it was already going dark at this
polnt. we had to try and gather the wood from the beach just with our heal torches, but it was really Worth
it as we built a lovely fire and sat and talkeo and at one point, we lay still for several minutes just
Listening to the sea and the tide Lapping the sand. Today was a day filled with Lots of Laughter as well as
many challenging moments.




Day five .... walk...beach....walk some wmore and finally splash a Little at the aguapark... Grange farm to
Stoats Farm 2.6 wiles

So today couldn't have started any better full Bnglish breakfasts all
round and we didn't have to cook it. Phebe even revuarked that a breakfast
hao never tasted so good. It certainly gave us loads of energy as the fivst
sectlon of the walk today we finished tn vecord time. beating the bikes,
but t suppose they had stopped to get us all apple and mixed fruit pies.

The next part of the walk didn't go so well ... not entirely sure think maybe
Just the tervain was havd going on Lukas’s feet and there appeared to be a
missing footpath that meant we had to go further around. Unfortunately, we
nearly wmissed our slot at the aquapark and we were all feeling a Little glum ...

but Jemima showed us all that wo matter what happens sometimes a Little of fun is better than wissing
out altogether. The workers also bought us a feast of a lunch which we conswmed passionately. we all
cheered up a Little before we left and talked through how we were all feeling some of us feeling more
responstbly for the pace of walking than others.

we continued with smiles and walked doww to Stoats Farm, it was a really
lovely walk and the workers messaged us to et us know that the bikes for
tomorrow had arrived and that the campsite was lovely. This spurved us on
for the vest of the walk. We stopped briefly when the sun shone for half an
hour ow the beach this was also fun and a couple of us haol a padolle.

we arvived at the campsite still in daylight
which meant we had thme after the temts were
put wp to have a yoga class , tn record thme.
by this stage we weve real pros at this task. Our - m ﬁ‘
nstructor for the class was Lukas and we all
really had a great Laugh on this our final
evening together.

Our vestdent chef . Jembma prepared with Kezin i
a feast tonlght no noodles but plenty of pasta... even too much, st didn't
even manage to finish it all off.

We thew tidied everything away and Lit the wonder log, which burned for =
hours wo problem — we had marshmallows around the fire and as usual we
vead from the Losing Eden book and recounted our highs and Lows of both
the day and the whole trip so far.




Day six - the flnal leg — and today we got to ride bikes for the last sectionll! - Stoats farm - Alwm bay -
Yarmouth — 2.5 miles

The campsite today definitely got voted as our favourite of the trip... we loved the natural state of the first
campsite but this one was a good walddle grownd. It had warm showers, a well-stocked shop, great fivepits,
and for today's modern age even a charging station in the shower block... where Alex was to Leave behino
her headphones after telling us all to double check...1!

The bike company actually dropped the bikes last night, so we were veady to roll as soon as we had put
down our tewts anol eaten breaifast... not quite the cooked breakfast of Yesterday but the crolssants were
very fresh.

For the flrst part of the trip, we Left our large bags at the campsite and roole to the Needles... Lukas we took
in the child trailer, and Alex got to ride the Bullit bike empty.

we arrived at Alum Bay and had a long discussion with Lukas about the chatrlift as it was the only way
back up and he doesn't like helghts at all. So, Lukas and Alex stayed at the top and the rest of us walked
the 97 steps down to the beach retwrning after a Little paddle on the chatrlift . from there you could see all
the layers tn the cliffs of the different coloured sand. When we got back up to the top Lukas and Alex and
made us all a Little souvenlr of the sands.

we cyeled back to the campsite all uphill on the return ® a difficult job for SLbut he never gave up. wWe
pickeot up all the gear and loaded it onto the trailer ano Alex’s bike anol set of for Yarmouth. The first bit
was a little hatry as on narrow roads, but we soon made our way onto the old railway track. This was
really enjoyable to ride along and we could travel at our own speeds. We reacheol the end quicker than we
all expected so we continued a little further riding back and forth finally stopping to refuel ourselves and
return the bikes as the shop was closing. we all really enjoyed riding the bike and Lukas and Rahim did
amazing with the electric bikes easily keeping up with us all. we had a very short walk back to Y armouth
even having time to get a couple of souvenirs before boarding the fervy for the start of the return trip to
London. We made it back to London quite late but all tn one piece and the only things we lost were Alex
headphones and the pump which we had carried all weelk but accldently Left it on the last train.




we made it all the way around the tsland — more than 65 wmiles in total with wo ‘wbiw’ucs but hundreds
of really nasty wmosquito bites




So, after getting back howme and having a good sleep and warm showers all vound this is what we all felt
about the trip - thank You again for enabling us to have an amazing experience that none of us will
ver forget,

Lukas

[ have really enjoyed myself in tsle of Wight. (really enjoyed spending my bivthoday with each and every
one of You | really Liked camping outside it remindeo me of my bronze award that ( did, | Really liked

when my tent was tied to the trees it was an amazing birthoay treat @1 couldn't believe that [ would be
tuming 1€ really wmakes me feel Like an actual adult. ( also want to thank you guys for organising the
birthday lunch and when | got given my birthday balloon from the vestawrant which t called Alexa which
got deflated still miss her and [ am so happy that [ managed to go in the sea really enjoyed it. [ also Liked
the experience on the train it made wme really feel | was traveling away from London. My challenging
moments was when my feet was hurting, and | really liked when my friends and the workers gave me
encouragement to walk in big steps. Now ( lenow that [ will oo just that in Amsterdam or Slovenia | want
to thank you guys for organising this really exciting and spectal trip.

Jevlmn

Golng to the isle of Wight allowed we to experience camping for the first time as well as have an
unforgettable experience. The aqua park was one of the many highlights even after the Long walk to get to
(! 1 also veally enjoyed the steam fair and the bilking. As a team we overcame many challenges, and the
long walks were rewarded with beautiful views. The campfires were always a fun time and we had many
Laughs together. The trip certainly taught me how to make good noodles on 2 gas stove! The trip has made
me a wmore confldent person and | proved to myself that v capable of more than [ think. Thank you for
Letting we go on the trip and have such an amazing tine.

Phebe

Taking part bn this trip to the Isle of Wight made wme gain many new experiences! The camping was a Lot
of funeven if it did take a couple of days to adjust to. My confidence grew a Lot and made me push myself
more outside of the comfort zone. | enjoyed Leading the team for some parts of the trip and showing
encourngement to others. Bven though we were faced with challenges, we were always rewarded with such
breath-taking views and beautiful scenery from all avound the sle of Wight. (really appreciate this time
away from London especially as it has been a Lot havder to travel this year and get away anywhere.
walking along the coast while watching the sunset was something [ never got to experience watil coming
on this trip and it Ls something that | won't forget for a long while. The leaders were amazing whew it
came to plavning and getting us food and food never tasted as good as it did on the Isle of Wight, anol
what wmade Lt even more evgogmbte was the great company!

SL

The trip to the isle of Wight was an incredible experience but a challenge. My favourite thme was when we
went on the chairlift at the Needles. The view was spectacular, and it was an wunforgettable vide. Many
times, [ was faced with the task of walking thousands of miles (may be slightly exaggerated), but the
rewarding view and the feeling of accomplishment made it worth every second. [ had a great time with
Lukas and Rahim, and we had some good laughs together. Camping outside under the stars was a
fantastic experience (apart from the mosquitoes) espectally in the morning when the sun came beaming
in. | thought the trip to the (sle of Wight was amazing, but | can't Lie, | really appreciated my own bed
after a week of sleeping on the floor. Thank you very much for allowing me to go on such an amazing
Jowrney and Learn many new skills.



Kezln

Golng to the (sle of Wight for my first time was so amazing!! From the moment we arrived t was so excited
as this was a whole new experience for me. | haol wever done proper camping before so, belng able to camp in
the wild, on the Isle of Wight was a fantastic experience. [ also Learned many new skills on the trip- from
Learning how to cook noodles on a gas stove to belng able to map read my way around the island! There
were many successes, but there were also challenges. A part that ( found challenging was when my) feet
were hurting from the waliing and the rucksack was making my shoulders ache, but thanks to the great
help and support of my friends twmade it through and pushed my Limits! ( also learned the bmportance of
teamwork anol whew it was havd, | remindeo myself that [ CAN do it! | thoroughly enjoyed the trip and
am so thankful to you for giving, me this great opportunity to go past my limits. Thank you so much.

Rahim

[ went on this amazing trip to the (sle of Wight; it was an eye opening for me. The journey was really nice
getting there because | got to travel on the ferry, and it was nice sightseeing own it then we got there
eventually and sofely. Bveryone tn the group was really nice, it was nice to be with Alex and Beth as they
were amazing company. The countryside over there was breath-taking as the air was nice and fresh for
me. The campsites were a new experience as | have never slept outside before ln wildlife, it was something
new and good which | enjoyed. The first campsite we were at was fantastic along with the historic long
walles and eating on the beach in piteh black really opened my eyes and thew we continued the vest of the
trip moving to other campsites. | really did enjoy the amount of walks we did with the Lovely fresh air and
we took plenty of photos. To me the most challenging part of the trip was sleeping outside but it was quite
nice as well and Listening to the owl hooting was a nice experience, but overall, this trip was fantastic being
somewhere different and doing things that [ never thought 1 could've done before Like sleeping outside anol
[ wouldn't mind doing it again! Thank you



